Pathophysiology of the aging kidney.
It is the alterations in renal function associated with age that necessitate physicians treating geriatric patients to have an understanding of the fragile senescent kidney. This article examines the physiologic impact of the aging kidney on homeostasis and includes a discussion of altered pharmacodynamics occurring with impaired renal function. We also discuss the limitations of various quantitative methods of measuring renal function and present several "bedside techniques" for the assessment of renal function.